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44% National Scholars: Community College Graduates
• $20,900 Average scholarship award used
• 2 Average years to graduation

55% National Scholars: First-Time College Students
• $26,000 Average scholarship award used
• 4 Average years to graduation

1% Opportunity Scholars
• $46,700 Average scholarship award used
• 2 Average years to graduation
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724 Bachelor’s Degrees

www.thedream.us

1Includes Scholars who transferred to and/or graduated from a non-Partner College.
2Pennsylvania does not have current Partner Colleges.

16 States of College Graduation
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Graduation Rate Benchmarks: First-Time College Students
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Sources: 
1 “TheDream.US”: average graduation rates for First-Time College Students

• Starting at 2-Year Colleges: total number that completed 4 years (N=328), 5 years (N=233), and 6 years (N=19) of college as of the Fall 2019 term;
• Starting at 4-Year Colleges: total number that completed 4 years (N=493), 5 years (N=238), and 6 years (N=10) of college as of the Fall 2019 term

2 “Nat’l 2-Year and 4-Year Public (full-time and part-time)”: National Student Clearinghouse data as of June 2018 “Yearly Success and Progress Rates”
3 “Pell Recipients”: The Pell Divide: How Four-Year Institutions are Failing to Graduate Low- and Moderate-Income Students; 6 year data available only
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https://nscresearchcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/SnapshotReport34.pdf
https://www.thirdway.org/report/the-pell-divide-how-four-year-institutions-are-failing-to-graduate-low-and-moderate-income-students
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Areas of Study
The following data are from TheDream.US Alumni 
Surveys conducted in 2018 and 2019. Surveys were 
administered 3-6 months after graduation. 278 
unique Alumni participated in both surveys.
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Employment 3-6 months After Graduation

Graduate School
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Job Status 
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Skill Match 
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Alumni Survey Takeaways

• 3 Valedictorians/Salutatorians

• 50% Latin Honors

• 21% Departmental Honors

• 13% Honors College/Program

• 9% Phi Beta Kappa

• 3% Dean’s List



Thanks to the TheDream.US I was able to attend college tuition free. I was able to fulfill my dream and thanks to 
YUPRO, I was able to get a job in my career; my mentor who helped me perfect my resume, taught me how to 
prepare for interviews, and how to properly speak about myself to employers. I was working at jobs that had nothing 
to do with my field of study, I began to feel hopeless but thanks to TheDream.US and Yupro, I am now working in 
Applied Behavior Analysis,  which is my passion.

• Katya: Florida International University, Bachelor’s in Liberal Arts (Fall 2018)
Registered Behavior Analyst at Stepping Stone Kids Therapy

“

“

Receiving the scholarship changed my life forever. I was able to finish school and get my bachelor’s degree. While in 
school I met other Scholars and we were able to connect on issues I couldn’t share with anyone else. After 
graduating I was able to find a better job and after saving for a couple of years, I’ve now been able to purchase a 
home! I feel so grateful for the opportunity!

• Nancy: Arizona State University, Bachelor’s in Business Management Administration (Fall 2017)
Sales Development at BeyondTrust

“

“
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Graduate Voices

I was able to not worry too much about my finances when I was in school. And now thanks to the degree I was able 
to find a stable job in San Francisco. And thanks to the stable job, my parents and I were able to qualify for a loan to 
purchase our first home.

• Alejandro: California State University-East Bay, Bachelor’s in Business Management Administration (Summer 2017)
Programs Coordinator at Mission Economic Development Agency

“
“

4

TheDream.US and college have impacted my life in ways never imaginable. I have gone from working cleaning toilets 
(not that there is anything wrong with that!) to an office in the Empire State building. It has opened the doors to meet 
successful people and has widened my horizons. I wouldn't have made it into grad school without it.

• Danna: The City College of New York, Bachelor’s in Science Technologies (Winter 2019)
Coordinator at JCDecaux Group

“

“

It has given me hope to continue fighting for my aspirations. I have been fortunate to say that I am the first in my 
family to graduate from a university and now attending law school.

• Maria: University of Houston, Bachelor’s in Political Science (Spring 2018)
Law Clerk at The Suarez Law Firm, PLLC

“ “

TheDream.US provided an avenue for attending an institution of higher learning. I was able to not only earn a degree 
but network and meet influential people. Many of whom have had a positive impact on my career and personal 
development. One such individual, a professor expanded on your opportunity by providing a full assistantship 
towards a Ph.D. in Robotics Engineering.  I won’t be able to thank you enough! :).

• Yannick: University of Central Florida, Bachelor’s in Electrical Engineering (Fall 2018)
Software Developer at OpenJaus and Graduate Research Assistant at University of Central Florida 

“

“

It has given the opportunity to earn a degree when I thought it couldn’t happen! I have become a better individual in 
the professional world letting me lead and over pass barriers and doors that were closed to me in the past.

• Karina, National Louis University, Bachelor’s in Human Resources (Summer 2019)
Human Resources Manager at Durable Packaging

“ “

www.thedream.us



I am [grateful to] TheDream.US for providing me and many more people like me with a scholarship to attend our 
institutions. They helped me with a way to pay for tuition and alleviate most financial problems to acquire my 
Bachelors of Science. In acquiring my degree, I was able to work as a Lead Operation Supervisor with an amazing 
company since they require a Bachelors degree to have any administrative jobs. I initially started as a service 
technician on July 2018. I worked by implementing our high quality disinfection in schools, homes, and hospitals. We 
start by wiping down tables with our disinfectant, spraying the same disinfectant, and lastly spraying our protectant. 
[In] October 2018, a supervisor position opened, and I applied along with 4 more technicians. A few days later, I was 
informed of acquiring the position. I continued working as a supervisor for a couple months. I lead teams from 5 to 
15 technicians to accomplish our goals in a timely manner. In addition, my manager spoke with me by telling me that 
she was planning of making me her back-up manager, in case something happened to her...She had me trained 
under her for the last 3 months. Now, I'm going to start a new position as the Lead Operations Supervisor. I 
personally feel that I would not [have] made it to this position without the support of TheDream.US and my family.

• Alejandro: University of Texas at El Paso, Bachelor’s in Biomedical Sciences (Spring 2018)
Lead Operation Supervisor at Infections Control Inc. 

“

“

I would not be where I am, I would not be who I am, were it not for TheDream.US. My university and my Bachelor's 
Degree are the accomplishments of my early adulthood, to be sure. But the experience would not have been as rich 
had I not been a part of the scholarship community, on- and offline.   When I was a junior in high school, I began to 
despair. My options were either to work and then go to community college, or work and go to community college at 
the same time. My eldest sister did not have the best of experiences at her community college (at the time, she was 
undocumented, whereas I had DACA at this time.) I was an honors and AP student at the time as well…I almost 
wasn't a scholarship recipient. I graduated high school in the summer of 2014. At that point, the scholarship was 
expanding but had not yet included City University of New York’s four-year schools as Partner Colleges [and I had to 
decline the scholarship]. However [since reapplying and receiving the scholarship in spring 2015] I've been welcomed 
with open arms into the scholarship, moreover the larger DREAMer community at large. The very first thing I did, as 
required, was join the scholarship online (Facebook) community. I am aware that fewer and fewer young people use 
Facebook these days, leaning more towards Instagram and Snapchat, but I found our FB community page so 
uplifting and so rich with resources. If someone had a question about stipends, there would be a reply within hours. 
The same can be said about DACA renewals, or licenses, or class registration dates, or a webinar link that 
TheDream.US made available to us. My college degree is the fruit of my labor--I am the first in my family to graduate 
with a Bachelor's Degree. However, the scholarship noticed my potential and nurtured it. The scholarship, along with 
professional connections I've made along the way, in- and out- of the scholarship community, rewarded my merits 
with resources to make my accomplishments a little easier to arrive to. As I grow into my adulthood, I carry with me 
the faith that the scholarship family has for me. I carry with me a mantra: pay it forward.

• Alix: Baruch College, Bachelor’s in Political Science (Winter 2019)
350 Action Climate Leader Fellow at  350.org

“

“
TheDream.US has allowed me to complete a college degree that has greatly improved my life. With my college 
degree I feel like there are more doors open for me. I am pursuing graduate school and want to continue furthering 
my education. I feel like with my college degree I am a more competitive candidate despite my legal status. It has 
broadened my job options as I pursue graduate school. I am grateful for TheDream.US scholarship because they 
allowed me to go to college and allowed me to begin a professional network with people I otherwise wouldn’t have 
met. Overall, the scholarship and my college degree allowed me to improve areas in my life such as: economic, 
social, and personal. Thank you for everything that you do, in my path to obtaining a college degree I faced many 
obstacles. But knowing that there was a group of people who believed in us so much, that they donated thousands 
of dollars, gave me strength and motivation to never give up.

• Citlalli: Florida International University, Bachelor’s in Biology (Fall 2018)
Optometric Technician at Laria Eye Care and Optical

“

“
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Graduate Voices Continued


