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I recently had the honor of a lifetime
-— introducing the first lady of the Unit-
ed States, Jill Biden, as the guest speak-
er at a virtual commencement for more
than 1,000 college graduates affiliated
with TheDream.US college scholarship
program for immigrant youth DREAM-
ers.

Biden spoke of her experiences
teaching DREAMers as a community
college professor, saying, “Every day,
I'minspired ... You didn’t just receive an
education, you worked for it, you fought
for it. So, I know that you'll value it and
put it to tremendous use in your own
lives and in the life of our nation.”

I'd like to think I'm doing my own
small part. I'm a proud middle school
teacher, a proud bachelor’s and master’s
degree graduate of Delaware State Uni-
versity, and a proud Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals program recipient.

1 said at the virtual commencement
while introducing Biden, “I plan on fol-
lowing along in her footsteps to build a
distinguished career as alifelong educa-
tor, mentor, coach, and leader.” As Biden
says, “Teaching is not what I do. It's who
Tam.”

My story is similar to thousands of
other DACA recipients across the coun-
try who are working as K-12 teachers.
Campuses, communities and, I'd like to
think, my classroom and thousands of
others are strengthened by Dreamers’
presence.

Programs like DACA and support
from organizations like TheDream.US
and institutions like Delaware State
have expanded the opportunities for
tens of thousands of DREAMers who
were born elsewhere, but have grown up
in this country, and call America their
home.

T arrived to the U.S. with my parents
at 11 months old. My parents arrived
here with no money to their name, but a
wealth of dreams for their kids.

‘WhenIreceived TheDream.US schol-
arship years ago, | knew this was my op-
portunity to launch my dreams into re-
ality. During my time at DSU, I complet-
ed my bachelor's with a 3.96 GPA and
my master’s degree with a 3.90 GPA. 1
aspire to obtain my doctorate in educa-
tion in the future. I'm now a middle
school teacher in my hometown in
North Carolina but will soon be moving
back to Delaware to teach in New Castle
County.

In 2019, I had the privilege of meeting
Joe Biden at a 2019 National Education
Association teaching conference. As
one of his first acts after his inaugura-
tion, President Biden strengthened DA-
CA after the previous administration at-
tempted to end the popular program.

Yet another legal challenge to DACA
is expected to be ruled on by a federal
judge in Texas in the near future. No
matter the end ruling, it's a reminder
that my future ability to work and teach
can be thrown into turmoil by a single
judge.

Since its announcement, nine years
ago this month, DACA has been life-
changing for me and tens of thousands
of others. But now it is time we
strengthened DREAMers’ futures once
and for all by building off the successes
for DACA and making citizenship
achievable for DREAMers and other
long-time immigrants who have no way
to become citizens and fully participate
in the country they have long called
home.

Biden concluded her remarks by say-
ing, “We know you have so much to con-
tribute to this nation in the days ahead ...
We stand with you. Never stop dream-
ing.”
The reality is that none of my fellow
DREAMers have ever stopped dream-
ing. We had to work hard for what we
have and received no handouts by any
government entity along the way. I am
scared but excited for what the future
may bring. Although I know my legal
status is in limbo here and I could even
lose my job in this country, one thing
that will never be taken away is my edu-
cation and my dreams.

America is stronger when DREAMers
have opportunities to succeed — in col-
leges and in classrooms and other work-
places around the country. It’s time for
the promise of citizenship to become a
reality and match our contributions and
potential to this country.

Homar Rodriguez is a middle school
teacher, DACA recipient, and graduate
of Delaware State University.
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